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The Collegian - November 02, 2021
NEWS
HAS SAINT MARY’S IMPROVED WATER CONSERVATION
SINCE 2015?
11/2/2021
On May 5th, 2015 the college wrote in detail about the implementation of water conservation
strategies throughout campus, yet since then there have been no updates or improvements
made.
By Eden Llodrá
Sports Reporter
It is 2021 and California is continuing on another year with immense drought. The question
remains, what are people doing about it, and more specifically, what has Saint Mary’s done
since addressing the issue in 2015? With more than twenty-two residence halls and 1,600
students living on campus, there is a lot of water usage. From showering to irrigating the
grass fields, there is a lot of campus maintenance and human necessities that require
water.
Many areas on campus have been identified as non-irrigation sites and AstroTurf has been
placed instead of real grass. All campus irrigation is automated and an on-campus weather
station was installed to save water, energy, time, and money. In 2016 there was a 25%
reduction in water use for landscaping and a 56% reduction in ballfield irrigation water use
since 2009, by installing play turf field surfaces.
In an interview with Joel Burley, a member of the Sustainability Committee, when asked
about whether or not the committee has made any improvements since 2015, he said
“There have been no recent big policy changes in regards to water use. Most efforts have
been working on more solar power on campus.” This reiterated, that since 2015 there have
been no updates or improvements made in the realm of water conservation.

The reason for no progress being made in the last six years also has to do with Saint Mary’s
finances. Burley said, “Everything is based on college finances and enrollment is down. In
order for this to be viable, one would have to show Saint Mary’s that there will be economic
and environmental benefits. The question also comes down to ‘how much do we save?”
When asked about whether the dorms provide water conservation guidelines, Leilani Love,
a junior, replied “There are no signs anywhere. I think it’s really important that students are
made more aware of these issues since it isn't something that is being heavily promoted.”
In 2015, the school mentioned reducing hot water wait times for showers by installing hot
water circulation pumps, yet there are no signs educating students to shorten their shower
times.
From another perspective, a question that is posed is whether incoming students will find
the campus attractive or not if the greenery is taken away. Burley says, “The worry is that
more native plants and less grass might be unappealing to new students coming to campus
and currently enrollment is already down.” The improvement of water conservation ends
up coming down to the level of financial security the college has.

CONTRA COSTA HEALTH UPDATE
11/2/2021
As of November 1st, Contra Costa County is making new changes due to declines in cases and
hospitalizations
By Kamryn Sobel
News Reporter
With reports of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations on the decline in Contra Costa County,
the mask mandate will be changing as of November 1st in certain indoor instances. Those
who are fully vaccinated and are in eligible settings will be able to safely remove their
masks without concern for others around them. Places where this mandate will be lifted
include “controlled spaces not open to the general public, including offices, gyms and
fitness centers, employee commuter vehicles, indoor college classes and organized
gatherings in any other indoor setting, such as a religious gathering,” according to the Press
Release from the county.
Coinciding with this, employees, customers, etc., are to give proof of vaccination before
being allowed to enter the building without facial coverings with a 100 person limit to that
building at a time and these persons must gather frequently. Those present must also not
have any COVID-19 symptoms. In settings that are open to the general public, such as bars,
restaurants, and K-12 schooling institutions, masks will still be required. With a high of 227
hospitalizations in the peak of summer, the county has reported 69 cases at the time of the
Press Release given on October 14th causing the change of the mandate. As seen in other
counties, such as Marin and San Francisco County, they have made similar decisions after
the decline in cases and hospitalizations in their given jurisdictions.
As of October 27th, Contra Costa County is at a 72.7% vaccination rate with 1,197 active
COVID-19 cases giving a -13.7% decrease over the past two weeks. Similar reports to help
decline the virus and make for new changes in regards to health restrictions, many
residents in the Contra Costa County “who received Johnson & Johnson or Moderna COVID19 vaccines can now get booster doses – of any vaccine they prefer – to better protect
themselves and their families this holiday season.” Once 80% of the county is vaccinated,
places like bars and restaurants will be able to follow the new mask mandate.

In response to the new health order by the county, Saint Mary’s states, “While we are
encouraged by the declining case rate, regardless of the county’s decision, Saint Mary’s
requires that you continue to wear your mask indoors on campus in public spaces
throughout the term.” Saint Mary’s is also encouraging flu shots in order to keep the
community and family members safe. These shots are provided by the Health and Wellness
Center for $30 or at neighboring stores such as CVS and Rite Aid as well as healthcare
providers. In the past 14 days, Saint Mary’s has also reported four new COVID-19 cases,
with 34 cumulative cases over the fall semester. In terms of vaccination rates of the school
community, staff are at 95%, faculty are at 98%, undergraduate students account for 97%,
and graduate students are 96.3% vaccinated.
For more updates and information on or regarding COVID-19, visit the Contra Costa Health
Services website. For COVID-19 information and updates relating to Saint Mary’s, visit the
COVID-19 News & Resources found on the Saint Mary’s website.
Sources:
https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/stay-masked-for-halloween—and-beyond

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON PUBLIC TRANSIT-PASSAENGERS DID
LITTLE TO STOP IT
11/2/2021
Woman assaulted on public transit train while passengers sat idly by.
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
A woman last week was allegedly sexually assaulted on a public transit train in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This disturbing tragedy was heightened by the inaction of the
passengers who did not intervene during the incident. SEPTA has released a statement
calling it a “horrendous criminal act” that was observed by people who did not even alert
authorities while it was transpiring. The police were only notified when a SEPTA employee
finally realized what was happening. It was said by SEPTA General Manager, Leslie Richards,
that the employee who reported the incident "probably didn't know exactly what they were
seeing,” but continued to call authorities and report it. Police arrived three minutes later
and removed the suspect from the victim.
Alex Piquero, a criminologist and sociology professor at the University of Miami, spoke to
CNN and revealed potential reasons for the bystanders' lack of assistance. The three
reasons he listed were that “some people may have been concerned about retaliation,
some people may have been concerned about being harmed themselves, and some people
may have thought that someone else is going to intervene." However, Piquero told CNN’s
John Avlon that “all three of those, in my view, John, are unacceptable." There are a variety
of excuses why people let bad things happen, but none of them are sufficient enough to
justify an assault that could have been prevented.
Timothy Bernhardt, the Upper Darby Police Station Superintendent, agrees saying that
“collectively, they could have gotten together and done something.” Police argued that
those idly watching should have and could have done something to stop such a disgusting
act from taking place publicly.
Despite the alleged inaction, the passengers who witnessed the atrocity have been assured
they will not be prosecuted. Not only does this encourage witnesses to testify against the
suspect, but also, according to Jack Stollsteimer, the Delaware County District Attorney,
passengers are "under no criminal obligation to intervene and put [themselves] at risk to

stop a violent crime" from occurring. He also reiterated that regardless of the growing
narrative in the media about the lack of inaction on the passenger’s part, “we have a
security video from SEPTA that shows that was not the true narrative." Those that were on
the bus when this took place were not videotaping the heinous crime for their own use. In
actuality, two people were allegedly filming the incident, and they suspect that one of them
sent in the video as an anonymous tip. However, the reasons for the second filmer are
unclear.
The suspect, Fiston M. Ngoy, 35, had a preliminary arraignment for charges of rape, sexual
assault, aggravated indecent assault without consent, harassment, and more. He is
currently held at the Delaware County Prison for 10% on $180,000 bail and had a hearing
scheduled for October 25.

SAINT MARY’S MANAGEMENT ON COVID-19 AND ITS
EFFECT ON STUDENTS
11/2/2021
By Maria Soe
Contributing Writer
The Covid-19 pandemic has been vexing for students’ education. For the past year and a
half, students have been restricted to an online environment, but this has recently changed
with this year’s shift to in-person learning.
“As of Sept. 22, 2021, everyone 12 years and older must show proof of full COVID-19
vaccination, or a negative test result, before going to high-risk indoor businesses such as
restaurants, bars, and gyms in Contra Costa County,” says Contra Costa Health Services on
their official website. In order to allow in-person classes, Saint Mary’s must follow these
regulations, which also includes wearing masks indoors, social distancing, and testing if
exposed to COVID-19 or a lack of vaccination. For the most part, Saint Mary’s seems to
follow these guidelines closely.
“At SMC, all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, will be required to wear masks
while indoors,” Dai To, the Executive Director of Wellness, announces on Saint Mary's
website. Alongside this, verification of vaccination was mandatory before the school year
started, as well as a COVID-19 test before moving onto campus.
According to a member of the school tennis team, students are required to show their
vaccine cards at every game, and teams are kept apart to fulfill the social distance
requirement. However, despite following Contra Costa’s regulations, Saint Mary’s
management still has students worried and frustrated.
“My roommate had a person in her class that tested positive for COVID and didn’t know
what to do,” reports a fellow student. “She called the school’s COVID response groups to
ask what she should do and was on the line with one of the head coordinators, but the
coordinator quit while she was on the phone because she felt too stressed out to deal with
the situation.”
“If someone on the team has been exposed to COVID, they have to test off campus to
prevent the school’s COVID cases from rising,” says another student, who is a player on the

school’s volleyball team. In addition, Jezebel Garcia ‘23, a member of the school’s crew
team, reports, “There are around two or three people that aren’t vaccinated on the team,
but they’re still allowed to participate and be around everyone.”
These actions and decisions conducted by the school have gone entirely unnoticed by the
student population due to the school’s lack of communication. John Duncan ‘23 expresses
his thoughts about the situation, “It’s disappointing that we get more emails about the
campus’ telephone services than Coronavirus-related news and cases.” Students have been
left completely in the dark about the state of their school and it has caused them to
become cynical, exasperated, and untrusting of the system.

A LIBRARY RENOVATED IN OBSCURITY
11/2/2021
By Alexandra Babcock
Contributing Writer
Obscure changes happening on campus have not been utilized due to the lack of
advertising. These improvements are important for the success of students. While much
has been accomplished, students and faculty are not as aware of these changes as they
should be. Senior undergraduate Biology student, Lucy Moore, was unaware that any
changes have been made to the library. For a student that spends much of her free time
studying, she wishes she had known of these improvements so that she could utilize the
quiet personalized spaces as she finishes off her final semester.
The announcements that have been sent out thus far have been vague and sent via email.
These announcements are often lost in translation, as many of the students use their
school email for the majority of the interaction with the school, classes, and teachers.
Unlike the UCU Pavilion that has its renovations on signs front and center, the library has
not had a grand announcement of its changes.
The pandemic put a halt on renovations in the library, however, some of the renovations
were finished before the school shut down, and since the school reopened there have
been even more. The library has taken an interest in revamping the space to cater to the
wants and needs of the students. The incentive behind library renovations is to “update
and maximize the space by discovering outdated library collections that are not being
utilized by the students. The idea is to create a learning common area with a research hub
with the intention of a more centralized space for everyone” (Aaron Sachowitz, Academic
Treasurer). The Dean of the Library as well as the Vice Provost and the Academic Treasurer
have worked to improve the library as they saw fit to meet the needs and requests of the
students.
They began their renovations before the pandemic lockdown by renovating the bathrooms
to include an ADA student and staff bathroom as well as a gender-neutral restroom option.
Lauren Macdonald, The Dean of the Library and Academic Resources, explains that
renovations were done as soon as the school reopened. These renovations were based on
student requests so that they may have a space better suited to help them succeed. Also,
before lockdown, the library was able to replace outdated shelving units with study rooms

and a work bar. These rooms created a nice seating space for the students to get their
work done.
The next step in the renovations included noise-canceling technology to meet the needs of
the students as the library struggled with noise carrying through the building. The
modernized noise-canceling panels were placed "when you walk into the library where the
atrium space is located, above the help desk, there are cool mid-century modern grey
panels that add a sculpture element to the environment of the building" (Lauren
MacDonald). The idea behind this addition was not only to improve the sound but also to
integrate an aesthetically functional piece to increase comfort within the walls of the
library.
The SDS office has also created sensory rooms on the second floor to launch a completely
new reservation-based study setting for both groups and individuals. These rooms have
been repainted, equipped with colored lights and sensory toys/objects as well as fun new
furniture finished off with cool rugs. The goal was to create a “dark quiet space” for the
students, according to MacDonald. She also shared that “creatively moved collections
strategically envisioned the space within the library to meet the needs of the student body
at Saint Mary’s College."
Along with these renovations that mainly catered to the undergraduate students, the thirdfloor hallway looking toward the parking lot on the left-hand side of graduate commons
was changed. Graduate students were feeling they didn't have a dedicated space for them
to do their work, and they needed a space for them to go and get their studies done. Two
windows were put in that look out into the library interior to let natural light in, along with
technology for presentations, comfortable furniture and seating, artwork, and more.
Knowing about these renovations is important for the faculty and students because they
will be able to utilize these accommodations to better succeed in an academic
environment. Although there have been some announcements that have gone out, there
are students and faculty that are unaware of these changes putting these improvements
into a state of obscurity.
These renovations are made to provide better student success, atmosphere, and comfort.
Academic libraries are meant to develop the ways in which students find research and
study as the technologies of the world change with each generation. These libraries find
ways to creatively adapt to the students as the way students engage in academics is always

changing and advancing. It is important when making these decisions that all those
involved look at the architecture and space of the building to help provide a smooth
successful integration into the students’ academic journey. How the space is utilized
provides assistance for the students to help them learn and research.
As well as renovations to the library itself, on October 4th, 2021, the library changed its
hours to be open later on Sunday-Thursday till 11:00 pm. The library has pushed hard for
these improvements with a plan to have the staff involved sit down this Fall and strategize
the rest of the developments. Eyewitnesses have confirmed these renovations and
encourage students to go check out the cool new improvements to academic learning
research in the library.

OPINION
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA MUST HAVE PAID
FAMILY LEAVE, BUT MANCHIN SAYS NO
11/2/2021
Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) has blocked efforts to support his constituents, and now he is
blocking paid family leave.
By Riley Mulcahy
Opinion Columnist
Joe Manchin is the most influential person in the United States right now, but there is no
reason for him to be. The moderate Democrat has rejected proposals that otherwise have
widespread support, including paid family leave. In a slim majority-held Senate, Democrats
do not need more obstructionists adding to their struggle to pass a progressive agenda
that will help Americans survive a global pandemic. Paid family leave is a small part that
supports the people Manchin is supposedly serving.
Although the filibuster still is in effect (due to Senator Manchin and Arizona's Krysten
Sinenmea), Democrats have a chance to go through the budget reconciliation process to
pass paid family leave as part of Biden's bold agenda. Moreover, Manchin refuses to do his
duty as a senator and serve the West Virginians that elected him in the first place. Manchin
declined to support the infrastructure bill while he took money from the coal industry. In a
polarized society, it is a shame that the one "moderate" is complicit in supporting
Republicans who refused to acknowledge Biden as the president of the United States of
America.
Democrats are not letting Manchin off easy, according to reporting by The Hill. The news
organization reports that "Senate Health Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray (D-Wash.)
and New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D), a leading proponent of paid family leave,
cornered Manchin on the Senate floor to get him to change his mind—and they refused to
take no for an answer." Furthermore, Senator Murray refutes claims that the paid family
leave is off the table for the reconciliation bill. Instead, she claims that Manchin is "not out,"
signaling that he might change his mind eventually.

In a senate that cannot pass voting rights legislation, the notion that one or two senators
can change their mind "eventually" is unacceptable. Why Democrats have not announced a
primary opponent for Manchin's run in 2024 is mind boggling. He knows that he will not
face the consequences for his actions, and therefore he will be a puppet master dangling
Democracy right in front of Democrats. Given his cozy relationship with the coal industry,
Democrats should figure out how to create a deal that would make Manchin act like a
Democrat.
Democrats won the 2020 election. We cannot act like Republicans and Manchin are in
control. However, I am starting to believe that this is the case. Manchin is just one person,
but his power is immense. If Democrats do not pass meaningful legislation that will support
the American people, they will lose the Senate and the House, which would negate all of
the hard work that activists like Stacey Abrams do. Biden promised a bold agenda that
would fix the last administration's mistakes (and more importantly, the criminality);
however, we are not seeing much change being enacted, primarily thanks to Manchin's lack
of respect to the office he serves.
Paid family leave is just one part of the problem that Manchin is a part of; however, it is
necessary for many Americans. It is a cop-out to say that Manchin does not understand the
gravity of the situation because of his actions; instead, he relishes in being the talk of the
town. Manchin's actions are a rejection of poverty and those who cannot speak for
themselves because affluent families will always be able to afford the necessary childcare
or have the privilege of taking time off to support their children while also being paid.
Elections are supposed to hold much importance, and the actions of one senator should
not be representative of the United States of America.

PLEASE, SLOW DOWN FOR THE DEERS
11/2/2021
Windy roads, hills, and trees for miles are perfect fun, especially if one enjoys driving at great
speeds. This sums up Moraga, the town which our college is located in. But, the speed limit of 35
mph is there for a reason, and here’s why.
Brooke Haggarty
Opinion Columnist
Recently, I have seen so many dead deer in Moraga that it cannot be ignored, thus,
something needs to be said in order to advise how to stop them from being hit. Before
COVID-19 (and I am talking 2019 here), I saw fewer deers dead on the side of the road.
Speeding up to now, I am seeing a dead deer at least once every two weeks. Now I am not
entirely sure why there is a difference in the past two years, but I can assume that it has to
do with something about the excitement and the stress that everyday life has brought
upon its return. So, I see people go faster in Moraga above the 35 mph speed limit.
Sometimes I think people disregard the speed limit as it can be pretty dull going through
Moraga if they are looking to go out. Even so, when going to school especially because they
live off-campus, the speed limit can be a nuisance as they bypass it to get to class on time.
Now, before I start going off about where this has gotten us and how we are endangering
the lives of deer like it is nothing, I want to say that I am guilty of driving quickly through
Moraga. Have I hit a deer as a result of it? No, but I have crossed a deer before, especially in
the middle of the night when Moraga is pitch black. In this moment, I was happy that I was
respecting the speed limit; in fact, I was going slower because I couldn’t see for the life of
me. If I had been going above the speed limit, I am sure that I would have killed that deer,
and as a result, I would have totaled my car. Hitting a deer based on that anecdote seems
to be a major possibility. So, this is where I give you advice based around what an expert of
not-hitting-deers-when-driving says.
I started by looking up “How to Not Hit Deer When Driving,” and the most recent source
that popped up is “How to Avoid Collisions With Deer This Fall” written by Jeff S. Bartlett
from Consumer Reports. Bartlett provides us with seven tips to avoid hitting deer. Here
they are: 1) Slow down, 2) Be aware, 3) Be alert, 4) Brake, don’t swerve, 5) Assume they
have friends, 6) Don’t rely on deer whistles, and 7) Buckle up. For Bartlett, these tips are
important due to alarming statistics about collisions with wildlife, especially deer. He

references The State Farm insurance company where they say that they estimate “over 2
million animal collision industry claims for the past year” (Bartlett). This means that there
has been an increase of 7.2 percent over the previous 12 months, a truly, shocking, eyeopening, and disheartening statistic. He goes on to add that deer are not the only ones on
the road to look out for, but he stresses that the Fall is one of the most active seasons for
deer, making it more important to be wary of what lies ahead in the road. His final
suggestion that he leaves us is to make sure that we use our high beams when deer are
most active, which is “at dawn between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.,” and by doing this, we can see
deer before it is too late because about 20 percent of motor vehicle deaths were a result of
leaving a lane or losing control due to trying to avoid an animal according to The Insurance
Institute of Highway Safety (Bartlett).
My final takeaways are that we can save a deer’s life by driving safely and with more
caution. However, I do realize that accidents happen, and sometimes these tragic
circumstances are inevitable. Yet, all I ask anyone to do the next time that they are out on
the road is to mind the speed limit and to think about the deers.
Keep calm, drive safely, and save the deers.

CULTURE
RED: TAYLOR SWIFT’S RERELEASED ALBUM
11/2/2021
Taylor Swift is rereleasing her album, Red.
By Remy Zerber
Culture Columnist
Taylor Swift is rereleasing her old albums that were under her old record label, Big Machine
Records, because Scooter Braun, a manager in the music industry, bought the company.
After she was denied the opportunity to own her own music, she decided to leave Big
Machine Records and re-record her first six albums with Universal Music Group. Taylor
Swift is re-recording her first six albums, Taylor Swift (2006), Fearless (2008), Speak Now
(2010), Red (2012), and 1989 (2014), and Swifties have come up with many theories
regarding the songs on Red and many of her other re-released albums.
One theory is that Niall Horan (another singer/songwriter and former One Direction
member) is going to do a collaboration with Taylor Swift on Red, that is set to be released
on November 19th. Some reasons that fans think he will collaborate with Swift are because
they have both praised each other’s music in the past and a potential tracklist circulated
online that said that Niall was going to be featured on a song called “Sand Castle.” They also
performed together in 2018 during her show at Wembley Stadium and seemed to be
having a great time together because their energy during their performance was great, and
they both have songs called “Our Song”. Taylor also seemed to be excited about
collaborating with other artists on her songs.
“Taylor tweeted out that one of the best things about re-releasing her old albums is getting
to record never-heard-before tracks with musicians she admires!” wrote an article by
Capital FM. It could just be a coincidence that both Swift and Horan have songs called “Our
Song,” but most Swifties think it is one of her carefully planned easter eggs. This wouldn’t
be surprising because Swift is the queen of planting easter eggs for fans to find leading up
to one of her releases. Fans theorize about Swift’s albums a lot.

In a recent update, Swift confirmed some fan theories. She confirmed that singersongwriters Phoebe Bridgers, Chris Stapleton, Ed Sheeran, and Foster The People’s Mark
Foster would appear on the new album. This would make sense because she is good
friends with everyone, specifically Sheeran. She also confirmed that fans correctly guessed
the three bonus tracks, which are “Ronan,” “Better Man,” and “Babe”. Swifties also
theorized that Olivia Rodrigo is going to be on the album because she was wearing a ring
that Taylor gave her in an interview. The ring is similar to the ring that Taylor is wearing in
the Red TV album cover. Olivia is also a huge Swiftie and one of Taylor’s friends. However,
this theory has yet to be confirmed. I guess we'll just have to wait for the album to find out.
Another fan theory is that there is going to be a ten-minute version of “All Too Well” on the
album. “All Too Well” is one of Swift’s most popular songs. This is the theory that is most
likely to come true because in her instagram post that announced “Red TV” Taylor wrote,
"And hey, one of them is even ten minutes long." The only 10-minute song Swifties know
about so far is "All Too Well". She also followed the sentence with a red scarf emoji and she
sings about a scarf in “All Too Well”.
Many fan theories about Red (Taylor’s Version) have been proven true, like the theories
that other artists would appear on the new album and fans guessing the names of the
three bonus tracks, while some theories are yet to be confirmed, like the theories that Niall
Horan and Olivia Rodrigo will be on it. Many fans are excited for the release of Red TV
because they will be able to hear some of Swift’s unreleased songs and debunk some
theories.

THE FRIENDS COMMUNITY MOURNS THE LOSS OF JAMES
MICHAEL TAYLOR
11/2/2021
James Michael Taylor, who portrayed Gunther, in the iconic 90s TV Show, passed away at the age
of 59
By Sarah Bagdon
Culture Columnist
If you’ve watched Friends, then you might remember Gunther, the Central Perk coffee shop
manager. You may also have seen him in shows like Scrubs and Sabrina the Teenage Witch,
as well as other shows and movies that he’s been in throughout his career. But most TV
viewers knew Tyler as the barista who made snarky comments and was Rachel’s secret
admirer. James Michael Taylor, who brought this character to life, passed away peacefully
in his home this past Sunday. He was fifty-nine. His representative, Toni Benson, says that
he passed away after battling prostate cancer since 2018. According to Benson, Tyler had
first revealed that he had stage four prostate cancer in June when he was on NBC’s, The
Today Show. He mentioned that doctors had found the cancer during a normal physical
exam when he was fifty-six. Reportedly, it had spread to his bones, making him unable to
walk, so he was treated with hormone therapy to help.
“The world knew him as Gunther (the seventh "Friend"), from the hit series Friends, but
Michael's loved ones knew him as an actor, musician, cancer-awareness advocate, and
loving husband,” Benson’s statement reads. The co-creators of Friends, Marta Kauffman
and David Crane, told CNN that “Tyler was a ‘genuinely kind, sweet man.’”
Tyler was only supposed to be an extra on the show, but obviously, the creators thought he
had more potential. They both said that Tyler had a unique spirit that caught their eye and
they knew that they had to make him a character. Little did they know that he’d go on to
become one of the most iconic side characters of the show. They also went on to state that
“‘He made Gunther's unrequited love incredibly relatable…’” Tyler was able to bring to life a
relatable character in a show full of relatable characters; he brought to life the ‘unrequited
love for the pretty girl’ cliché.
Tyler’s death did not only shock the whole Friends community, but to the cast as well. All six
“friends” made their tributes to their co-star. Jennifer Aniston, who played Rachel Green,

said, “Friends would not have been the same without you.” David Schwimmer, who
portrayed Ross Geller, said that Tyler’s character was “such a wonderful, unforgettable
role…” And Courtney Cox, who played Schwimmer’s on-screen sister, Monica, said, “The size
of gratitude you brought into the room and showed every day on set is the size of the
gratitude I hold for having known you.” Matt LeBlanc, who was Joey Tribbiani, said that they
shared lots of laughs and Lisa Kudrow, who’s known for her role as Phoebe Buffay, said,
referencing the show’s theme song, “Thank you for being there for us all.” All of the main
cast members’ posts discuss how kind Tyler was and how much he will be missed. The
official Twitter account for Friends even wrote, “Warner Bros. Television mourns the loss of
James Michael Tyler, a beloved actor and integral part of our Friends family. Our thoughts
are with his family, friends, colleagues and fans.” He is survived by his wife, Jennifer Carno,
who his manager has described as “the love of his life.”
Appearing in almost 150 of the 236 episodes, Tyler’s character left an imprint on viewers,
and his influence continues to this day. I know that as someone who has watched the show
in its entirety at least twice, Gunther was one of my favorite side characters. Aniston was
right when she said that the show would not be the same without him. I’m sure that myself,
as well as many other Friends fans around the world would not be able to imagine the
show without the sarcastic coffee shop manager. It’s just like Benson said, he really was the
seventh “friend.”
Sources:
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/24/us/james-michael-tyler-died-friends/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-59032751

A ROUGH START: JESY NELSON’S CONTROVERSIAL DEBUT
SINGLE
11/2/2021
Jesy Nelson from Little Mix is the first member to leave the girl group in pursuit of her solo
career. Her debut single “Boyz” is concerning and has landed the star in a blackfishing scandal.
By Isabelle Delostrinos
Culture Writer
At the end of 2020 British girl group Little Mix reached a turning point in their career when
a member publicly announced their parting from the group. Since their formation in 2011,
Jesy Nelson decided that her time working with Jade Thirlwall, Perrie Edwards, and Leigh
Ann Pinnock had come to an end. After 9 years, Nelson called it quits to pursue her solo
career. Little Mix joins groups like Fifth Harmony and One Direction, where a single
member takes a leap to make it on their own. But it looks like Nelson’s career differs from
Camila Cabello’s or Zayn Malik’s in the sense that her debut single “Boyz” has already
received backlash.
Little Mix was put together by Simon Cowell on the competition show, X Factor. This
strategic move proved Cowell’s expertise in the industry as they became the first group to
be a champion of X Factor. Little Mix used the win as momentum and has been
entertaining the world ever since. In an interview with Vulture, Nelson dived deep into her
intentions of leaving the group, explaining how her personal style and passion never really
aligned with the group’s brand. From auditioning as an R&B solo artist to making it in the
industry as part of a pop girl group, Nelson felt constrained and stuck doing something that
never suited her. Now, Nelson hopes to finally immerse herself into a genre she loves and
express herself as she truly feels.
Nelson released her debut single “Boyz” on October 7th. Only a few weeks after its release,
the music video has already hit over 13 million views on Youtube. Her attempt at
incorporating her hip hop and R&B passions into her music backfired as the video instantly
received backlash, accusing Nelson of blackfishing.
Coined by writer Wanna Thompson, blackfishing is a term used to refer to instances when
white public figures adopt styles and aesthetics to appear Black. For example, Nelson first
appears in her music video wearing afro-like hair, multiple diamond chains, and a grill, a

style originated from Black culture. The male actors and backup dancers are also
constantly seen covered in tattoos, durags, and sagging shorts while their mannerisms
suggest that they come from the “hood”. Nelson’s lyrics also include problematic lines like
“so hood, so good, so damn taboo” when referring to her ideal partner. As a white British
person from London, Nelson’s creative direction is concerning.
Unfortunately, blackfishing has been and continues to be an issue in the music industry.
White public figures gain fame and make profits off of the styles and concepts that
originated from Black culture. Meanwhile, Black creators are never acknowledged or taken
seriously when they partake in a culture they created. In response to the instant criticism,
Nelson defended her work as a celebration of the music she grew up on. What makes
matters worse is the blackfishers inability to realize how their positionality and actions
affect communities of color. For instance, Australian rapper Iggy Azalea has received
backlash regarding blackfishing and cultural appropriation since she entered the scene in
2014. Yet in a recent interview with Cosmopolitan, the rapper avoided questions on the
topic stating that there will always be people who don’t like what she does, and there will
be people who do.
To simply sum up a topic that could go on and on, we need to continue to hold artists and
public figures accountable for blackfishing and cultural appropriation. Our generation’s
ability to utilize social media as a platform for awareness will only progress our culture and
societal norms. In the future, I am interested to see how Nelson recovers her solo career
from this single.
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In the world of sports, athletes have been making headlines for refusing to get vaccinated
despite ramifications that can hurt their respective teams. Student-athletes at Saint Mary’s see
both sides of this issue.
By Ryan Ford
Sports Reporter
For students at Saint Mary’s who live on campus or take in-person classes, proof of
vaccination is required, a message that was reiterated by President Richard Plumb in a
statement that was released this past April. According to Saint Mary’s Covid-19 Resources
web page, 97% of undergraduate students provided such proof.
This also applies to Saint Mary’s athletes. Ryan Reggiani is the Deputy Athletics Director for
External Operations at Saint Mary’s, and confirmed this to be the case, “This [vaccination
mandate] was the same for all student-athletes as well.” Reggiani says that in addition to
campus and county mandates, the NCAA recommended an additional step, “which includes
more testing for non-vaccinated student-athletes.”

Many of Saint Mary’s athletes play sports that are practiced and played entirely outdoors,
where the risk of spreading coronavirus is considerably lowered. But what about sports
that practice and play indoors, such as volleyball and basketball? How are student-athletes
feeling about vaccine mandates, as it pertains to themselves and their teammates?
Makena Mastora ‘25 is a first-year player for Saint Mary’s women’s basketball team. Playing
basketball at the collegiate level has always been a dream for Mastora, “so when I got the
opportunity to play at Saint Mary's, it made my college decision process a lot easier.”
Mastora says that the athletic department has heavily suggested that athletes get
vaccinated for the upcoming season, but that they “respect others’ decision not to get
vaccinated, and have certain protocols for them to follow in order to keep our teams safe.”
In the NBA, star players have been making headlines for refusing to get vaccinated. Kyrie
Irving plays for the Brooklyn Nets, and since New York County requires those attending or
participating in indoor sporting events to be vaccinated, he will be unable to play in any
home games due to his vaccination status (per NBA.com). Not only does this affect himself,
but Irving’s team will be without one of their best players because of his decision.
Chandler Cowell ‘22 is a senior at Saint Mary’s, and a member of the women’s volleyball
team. Cowell believes that the relationship between athletes and their teammates is a
special bond. “When you're a part of a team, it's like having a family that helps you grow
and pushes you to be the best version of yourself every single day.” The senior from Kula,
Hawaii believes that being part of a team comes with many responsibilities, and among
those is availability: “I do think that as a collegiate athlete and as a teammate, you need to
be available for your team at all times in any situation.”
When asked if student-athletes at Saint Mary’s will have to be vaccinated in order to play
games in San Francisco, Reggiani said that the city of San Francisco is allowing outside
teams from other counties and states to participate in athletic events without all having to
be vaccinated. If this were to change, however, it may put unvaccinated players and their
teammates in a tough spot.
Mastora believes that getting vaccinated is the safest way for all athletes to participate in
their sport, but also hopes for a level of understanding among teammates. “While they
would not be fulfilling their role on the team [if a player chose to not get vaccinated], it’s a
personal decision that has a lot of factors.”

Cowell, on the other hand, feels that as an athlete, you must consider how your actions
affect the team and the season. “If athletes are missing large chunks of time due to this
issue, it puts the team in a very difficult situation and can be really hard on all players
involved.”
The issue of vaccination is complex, and many see it as a personal decision. But the
ramifications of this decision, especially in the world of sports, stretch far beyond the scope
of one person, as Cowell puts it. “With everything going on in the world right now, the
bottom line in my eyes is this, think beyond yourself and your experience.”
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